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How to Use Cochrane 
PICO search BETA



What is PICO?

PICO is used in evidence-based healthcare to formulate questions 
and to develop search strategies. 

PICO stands for…

• Population (or Patient or Problem)
What are the characteristics of the patient or population – for example condition?

• Intervention
What is the intervention under consideration for this patient or population – for 
example a drug or surgical intervention?

• Comparison
What is the alternative to the intervention – for example a different drug or a 
placebo?

• Outcome
What are the relevant outcomes – for example quality of life or adverse events?



What is Cochrane PICO search BETA?

• Cochrane has described over 4,500 Cochrane intervention 
reviews published since 2015 with controlled vocabulary 
terms… and the PICO contexts for these terms

• PICO search BETA allows you to search using these terms and 
their PICO contexts to find reviews relevant to your 
research or clinical questions



PICO in Cochrane 
Library search results



To see PICO terms in Cochrane Reviews, run a search



In your search results, 
select Show PICOs BETA



Show PICOs BETA displays terms used to describe the 
Populations, Interventions, Comparisons and Outcomes of 
the review…



…. allowing you to see important details about the 
review, right in your search results



PICO search BETA in 
Advanced Search



To run a search using PICOs, go to the Advanced 
Search and select the new tab, “PICO search BETA”

Or go directly to: https://www.cochranelibrary.com/advanced-search/pico

https://www.cochranelibrary.com/advanced-search/pico


Enter your search term and 
select the corresponding 
vocabulary term from the 
dropdown that appears

Search tip: Simple terms work best.
Use a single word instead of a long phrase



Select the PICO context for 
your term, or leave the 
default selection

Run your search



For this example, search 
results retrieve Cochrane 
Reviews with Asthma as the 
Population



Search again with Asthma as 
an Outcome, and retrieve a 
different set of Cochrane 
Reviews



Refine results by using PICO 
filters – the filters change with 
each search to show terms used 
to describe the reviews in your 
search results

Search tip: For best results, 
run a simple search and use 
filters to narrow down your 
results



When you select a 
PICO filter, that 
term is added to 
your search query



To remove the filter, 
select the “-” button and 
run search to return to 
your original results



Select results and 
export your references



Or view the full review 



Click Show PICOs BETA to 
see the PICO description 
for a review 



...  Or select Show 
all PICOs BETA to see 
PICO terms for all 
your search results



Quickly scan many 
PICOs to find reviews 
of interest to you
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More complex 
searches ...



To add another term to your 
search, select the “+/-” button 
and add another line  



Select "AND" to search with 
all of your terms, or "OR" to 
search with any of your 
terms



Add more 
lines and 
select more 
terms

With  your 
new terms, 
make sure the 
correct PICO 
contexts are 
selected 



Check the query 
above the results to 
check that your 
search was 
translated correctly



Currently, PICO search BETA does not offer 
these features
• Search history

• Save search function

• Option to include PICO vocabulary terms in Cochrane 
Library Search manager 

• Option to send PICO search BETA queries to the Cochrane 
Library Search manager
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Final note…



Let us know what you think

Use our feedback 
form to share 
comments or 
suggestions about 
PICO search BETA

Or go directly to: https://community.cochrane.org/form/pico-search-beta-feedback

https://community.cochrane.org/form/pico-search-beta-feedback

