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PROCEDURE FOR THE ISSUANCE AND COUNTING OF THE SECRET BALLOT FOR THE AWARD OF THE MENCIÓN CUM LAUDE AND FOR THE EVALUATION OF THE THESIS FOR THE EXTRAORDINARY DOCTORAL AWARD
(Approved by the PERMANENT COMMISSION OF THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE of the EIDUDC on 30 April 2026). 

The Standing Commission of the Steering Committee of the UDC International Doctoral School, by virtue of the competence conferred upon it by article 8.4.h) of the EIDUDC Regulations (approved by the Governing Council on 07/11/2024) of "Approving the procedures for the processing, submission, defence and evaluation of doctoral theses and ordering their publication"; resolves to update the procedure for the casting and counting of secret ballots for the award of the cum laude distinction and the assessment of the thesis for the extraordinary doctoral award. 
In accordance with article 14.7 of Royal Decree 99/2011 (as amended by Royal Decree 276/2023), "the board shall issue a report and the overall qualification awarded to the thesis in accordance with the following scale: Unsatisfactory, Pass, Good, and Excellent. The board may award the cum laude distinction if the overall qualification is 'Outstanding' and if a positive secret vote is cast unanimously. The University will provide the necessary mechanisms for the final conferral of this distinction, ensuring that the scrutining of the votes for its award takes place in a different session from that of the doctoral thesis defence."
In accordance with Article 29 of the UDC Doctoral Studies Regulations, "the Doctoral School shall put in place the necessary mechanisms for the final award of this distinction, ensuring that the scrutiny of the required votes takes place in a session separate from that of the doctoral thesis defence".
Finally, section 4, letter j) of article 8 of the EIDUDC Regulation provides that it is the responsibility of the Standing Commission of the Steering Committee to "approve the procedures for awarding mentions to the Doctorate degree (cum laude, with an international mention or with an industrial mention) and to order their publication".
Thus, to comply with the aforementioned regulations, the following procedure is established: 
Subsequently, following the thesis defence and provided the thesis is awarded an 'excellent' grade, each member of the panel will individually receive two emails from the EIDUDC, which will grant access to an electronic system that guarantees confidentiality for casting the vote for the cum laude mention and for the assessment to be considered for the extraordinary doctoral award:
A. CUM LAUDE
1. Voting for the cum laude mention. Through the electronic system, each member of the tribunal must respond to a form with two possible answers ("Yes" or "No") regarding the award of the cum laude mention. 
It should be noted that, in compliance with article 14.7 of Royal Decree 99/2011 (as amended by Royal Decree 576/2023), which establishes the secret nature of the vote for the cum laude distinction, no member of the panel may under any circumstances make any statement regarding their assessment of the cum laude distinction. To this end, the members of the tribunal must bear in mind that, in the Minutes of the constitution of the tribunal and the qualification of the thesis, declare that they are aware of and understand this Procedure for the casting and counting of the secret vote by the thesis defence committee members for the award of the cum laude mention and for the assessment of the thesis for the extraordinary doctorate prize, and therefore undertake to maintain the secret nature of the vote and not to make any statement regarding their assessment of the cum laude mention.
2. Scrutiny of the secret ballots for the cum laude mention. Once the secret ballot for the cum laude mention has been held by all members of the panel, the EIDUDC will proceed with the vote count, which will be carried out by the staff of the Doctoral Office under the supervision of the EIDUDC's management team.
3. Minutes of the scrutiny for the cum laude mention. Once the scrutiny of the secret ballots for the cum laude mention has been carried out, the corresponding minutes will be drawn up, in accordance with the template established by the EIDUDC. These minutes will be signed by the Director of the EIDUDC or by the member of the management team to whom they delegate, and will form an annex to the Doctoral Thesis's Qualification Certificate. 
4. Communication of the result of the secret ballot for the cum laude mention. The Doctoral Office will communicate the result of the cum laude mention to the UXAI/Centre Administration, which will in turn be responsible for conveying this result to the student, director(s) and the members of the panel.
B. EXTRAORDINARY AWARD
1. Evaluation of the thesis for the Extraordinary Doctoral Award. Through the electronic system, each member of the panel must complete a form with several options for evaluating the thesis with the 'cum laude' distinction for the purpose of the Extraordinary Doctoral Award. 
2. Archiving of the evaluations for the Extraordinary Doctoral Award. Only if the thesis is awarded the cum laude distinction will the minutes of the evaluations for the Extraordinary Award be drawn up, in accordance with the template established by the EIDUDC. These minutes will be signed by the Director of the EIDUDC or by a member of the management team to whom they delegate. The Doctoral Office will proceed to archive this record in a sealed envelope for subsequent use by the panel judging the award of the extraordinary prizes.
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