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Motivation
The basic principles and administrative procedure governing international joint supervision are set out in Article 24 of the UDC Doctoral Studies Regulations approved by the Governing Council on 1 October 2024 and amended on 7 November 2024.

Article 24. Theses under international co-supervision

1. The UDC will encourage the completion of theses under international co-supervision.

2. Theses under international joint supervision must meet the following conditions:

a) The doctoral thesis must be supervised by doctors from two or more universities, one of which must be the UDC and the rest foreign, which must formalise a joint supervision agreement. 

b) That, for their doctoral thesis work, the doctoral candidate obtains two or more degrees, one from each of the higher education institutions responsible for the development of the thesis.

c) That, during the period of training necessary to obtain the doctoral degree, the doctoral candidate spends a minimum of six months at each of the institutions with which the joint supervision agreement is established, carrying out research work, either in a single period or in several. The stays and activities will be reflected in the joint supervision agreement. 

3. The international co-supervision agreement must be formalised before the thesis is submitted, at the initiative of the CAPD and following a favourable report from the EIDUDC. This agreement shall remain in force until the end of the maximum duration of the thesis and shall indicate where the defence will take place, as well as the equivalence between the qualification systems of the universities and the mechanism for recognising possible honours.

4. The doctoral student must meet the admission and enrolment requirements for doctoral studies, in addition to the research and training plan of the UDC doctoral programme.

5. The title of doctor will include on its front a statement with the text "Thesis under joint supervision with University X" or whatever is established by current regulations. 

The jointly supervised thesis may also give rise to the inclusion of the mention "International Doctorate" on the degree, if stays are made at institutions other than those covered by the formal agreement and the circumstances of Article 23 apply.


The fact that international joint supervision leading to a double degree is regulated by two different sets of regulations means that the procedure for formalising agreements of this type and the minimum content of such agreements should be summarised in a single procedure that reflects the principles and requirements of each set of regulations. Furthermore, as this may imply that the UDC can award doctoral degrees to students who defended their theses only at a foreign institution, it is necessary to detail the aspects that must be included in these international co-supervision agreements to ensure that the submission and defence are carried out in accordance with the same conditions and requirements applied to theses defended at the UDC.
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[bookmark: Requisitos_e_recomendacións_que_debe_cum]Requirements and recommendations that a joint supervision agreement must meet.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The agreement must ensure that the requirements set out in REDUC for international joint supervision leading to a double degree are met. To this end, it is recommended that the standard agreement available on the International Doctoral School website https://www.udc.es/es/eid/internacionalizacion/ (Annex I) be used. If it is not possible to use this model, the agreement must comply with all the requirements listed in Annex II available on the same website. In addition, it is advisable that the agreement also include the recommendations indicated in Annex II.
Procedure for formalising an agreement
[bookmark: Procedemento_para_formalizar_un_convenio]The steps to be followed and the bodies responsible for each step are:



	Step
	Responsible
	*Description

	Drafting of the agreement proposal
	CAPD
	The Academic Committee of the Doctoral Programme (CAPD) in which the student is enrolled will be responsible for preparing the agreement proposal. As the proposal must comply with the requirements established in the REDUDC, it is advisable to use the standard template attached to this procedure (Annex I). When the standard template cannot be used, it is recommended that the CAPD verify that the proposal complies with the requirements of Annex II of this procedure.

	Approval and submission to the
Y EIDUDC.
	CAPD
	The proposal must be approved by the CAPD and sent to the International Doctoral School (EIDUDC).

	EIDUDC report
	EIDUDC Standing Committee
	The EIDUDC Standing Committee will review the proposal, verifying compliance with the requirements and recommendations listed in Annex II. Failure to comply with any of the requirements listed may be grounds for returning the proposal.

	Referral to the SX
	Management Team of the
EIDUDC
	Agreements that have been positively assessed in the previous step will be referred by the EIDUDC to the General Secretariat (SX) for signing.

	
	
	

	Signature and registration
	SX
	SX will send the agreement to be signed by all parties. Once signed, the original document and two copies will be sent to SX for registration and safekeeping, incorporating it into the agreement database (in the case of handwritten signatures).

	
	
	

	Communication to the CAPD
	EIDUDC
	Once the electronic copy has been received, the EIDUDC will notify the CAPD that the signed agreement is now available in the agreement database.
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