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GUIDELINES FOR THE DOCTORAL THESIS DEFENCE
(Standing Commission of the EIDUDC, 30 April 2026)

The public defence of the doctoral thesis leads to the award of the degree of Doctor, which is the highest academic degree awarded by Spanish universities.
Therefore, this defence must be conducted appropriately, in accordance with the institution’s established procedures and protocol, and in accordance with Article 28 of the EIDUDC Doctoral Studies Regulations.
General information on the doctoral thesis defence
1. The thesis defence shall take place in a public session during the academic term and shall be held at a UDC campus or at a partner institution of the programme. Every effort shall be made to ensure that this defence takes place in a venue befitting the solemnity of the occasion (as a general rule, the Graduation Hall).
2. The EIDUDC may authorise, upon receipt of a reasoned request, the participation via videoconference of the doctoral candidate and/or all or some of the members of the examination board.
3. In the case of a jointly supervised thesis, the defence shall be conducted in accordance with the terms set out in the regulatory agreement. Any other option shall require the express authorisation of the EIDUDC.
4. If any member of the main examination board is unable to attend the thesis defence, the substitute member shall take their place. If this is not possible, the chair of the examination board shall suspend the defence and immediately notify the EIDUDC, which may authorise the defence to take place within the following 48 hours. If this is not feasible, the chair of the examination board shall reconvene the thesis defence in accordance with the terms set out in the EIDUDC Doctoral Studies Regulations.
5. The doctoral thesis defence will consist of an oral presentation by the doctoral candidate of the work carried out, the methodology, the content and the conclusions of their thesis, with particular emphasis on its original contributions. This includes contributions from members of the academic audience (which may include the thesis supervisors), a discussion between the doctoral candidate and the members of the examination board, the board’s deliberation on the grade to be awarded for the doctoral thesis, and the public announcement of the grade awarded.
6. The doctoral candidate and the audience must enter or leave the hall when instructed to do so by the secretary of the examination board. The audience must remain silent and refrain from intervening during the proceedings. Only members of the public holding a doctorate may speak when called upon to do so by the chair.
7. Video recordings and photographs may only be taken in the room once the doctoral thesis defence has concluded.
8. Throughout the defence, we ask that no one in the room use mobile phones or any other audiovisual devices that may distract or disturb the examination board, the doctoral candidate or the audience. Only members of the examination board may use laptops or other devices to follow the presentation and discussion of the doctoral thesis.
Roles of the members of the examination board
9. The chair of the examination board is responsible for presiding over this session, ensuring it is conducted with the appropriate rigour, solemnity, decorum and protocol.
10. The secretary of the examination board shall be responsible for all matters relating to the administrative running of the proceedings, including preparing, completing, signing and processing the relevant documentation, overseeing formalities, calling the doctoral candidate into the room, etc.
Formation of the examination board
11. Prior to the start of the defence, the examination board shall be constituted in the room where the ceremony is to take place. To this end, only the examination board shall be present in the room (in the event of participation via videoconference, there shall be a public room and a private room, as described in the “Procedure for participation via videoconference in the defence of a doctoral thesis”).
12. The seating arrangement of the examination board at the table shall be as follows: the chair shall occupy the central position, with the secretary seated to their left and the member to their right.
Presentation
13. The chair opens the session by stating the title of the doctoral thesis and introducing the doctoral candidate and the members of the examination board. They will explain that, in accordance with Spanish law, the academic ceremony is divided into two parts: the first consisting of the oral presentation (lasting between 45 and 60 minutes) and the second comprising a discussion with the examination board, followed by a deliberation to determine the final mark. They shall also inform the audience that, if the thesis is eligible for the international distinction, at least 25% of the oral presentation during the thesis defence must be delivered in the language commonly used for scientific communication within the relevant field of knowledge, which must be different from any of the official or co-official languages of Spain.
Presentation of the doctoral thesis: language and supporting media
14. During the public defence of the doctoral thesis, the co-official languages of the Autonomous Community of Galicia (Galician and Spanish) may be used, as well as Portuguese, English or the language commonly used in the relevant scientific, technical or artistic field. Where languages other than Galician and Spanish are used, it must be ensured that the examination board is able to conduct the proceedings.
15. The doctoral candidate shall present the content of their thesis clearly and rigorously, using precise, concise language appropriate to the subject area of their research. They shall use, where appropriate, any visual aids and audiovisual media they deem necessary, with the aim of enhancing the quality of the presentation and facilitating the subsequent discussion with the examination board.
Duration of the doctoral thesis presentation
16. The recommended presentation time is estimated at around 45 minutes and should not, as a general rule, exceed 60 minutes. During this time, the doctoral candidate must not be interrupted, except at the discretion of the chair of the examination board.
Discussion between the doctoral candidate and the examination board
17. Each member of the examination board shall express their opinion on the thesis and may raise as many questions and objections as they deem appropriate, to which the doctoral candidate must respond.
18. The chair will indicate the order of speaking, giving the floor first to the secretary and then to the other members. The chair will have the final say and will close the defence.
19. At the examination board’s discretion, the doctoral candidate may respond to each member of the board in turn or provide a comprehensive response at the end of all contributions.
20. The doctoral candidate must answer the questions posed by the members of the examination board. Their answers will serve to assess the relevance of the data presented and the skills acquired.
Comments from PhD holders in the audience
21. At a time deemed appropriate, the chair may invite members of the public with doctoral degrees (including thesis supervisors) to make any comments they deem appropriate.
Deliberation by the examination board to award a grade to the doctoral thesis
22. Once the doctoral candidate’s discussion with the examination board has concluded, the chair will ask the doctoral candidate and the audience to leave the room so that the examination board may proceed to deliberate on the mark to be awarded to the doctoral thesis.
23. Following the necessary deliberations, which shall be confidential, the examination board shall decide on the grade to be awarded. Once the decision has been taken, the secretary of the examination board shall call the doctoral candidate back into the room, who may enter accompanied by the audience. Meanwhile, the members of the examination board shall remain seated.
24. Once the doctoral candidate and the audience have taken their seats, the members of the examination board shall rise and the chair of the board shall announce the grade awarded, which may be ‘fail’, ‘pass’, ‘good’ or ‘distinction’.
Under no circumstances shall the chairperson make any statement regarding the examination board’s assessment of the ‘cum laude’ distinction. It should be noted that, if the overall mark for the thesis is ‘outstanding’, the examination board may propose that the candidate be awarded the ‘cum laude’ distinction if a unanimous secret vote in favour is cast. The EIDUDC will put in place the necessary procedures for the final award of this distinction, ensuring that the counting of the required votes takes place in a separate session from the doctoral thesis defence.
25. The chair will then adjourn the session.
26. Once the defence has concluded, the secretary of the examination board shall draw up a record of the award of the doctoral degree, which shall include information on the conduct of the defence and the mark awarded (the forms and instructions will be provided by the EIDUDC prior to the event). Furthermore, if the candidate is applying for the designation ‘International Doctorate’ and/or ‘Industrial Doctorate’, this certificate shall include confirmation that the required criteria have been met.
Furthermore, the secretary of the examination board, or the lecturer to whom they delegate this responsibility, shall be responsible for safeguarding the documentation relating to the thesis defence. This documentation must be submitted, duly bound, together with the Teseo form provided by the PhD candidate, to the PhD Office no later than five working days following the defence, for archiving and record-keeping purposes.
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